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Americans were pleasantly shocked,

but shocked nonetheless at the turn of events in the §
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Others pointed out that no one really won the Cold War. The
United States spent trillions of dollars arming themselves for a
direct confrontation with the Soviet Union that fortunately never
came. Regardless, thousands of American lives were lost waging
proxy wars in Korea and Vietnam.

Most Americans found it difficult to get used to the idea of no Cold
War. Since 1945, Americans were born into a Cold War culture
that featured McCarthyist witchhunts, backyard bomb shelters, a
space race, a missile crisis, détente, the Soviet invasion of



Afghanistan, and the Star Wars defense proposal. Now the enemy
was beaten, but the world remained unsafe. In many ways, facing
one superpower was simpler than challenging dozens of rogue
states and renegade groups sponsoring global terrorism.

Americans hoped against hope that the new world order of the
1990s would be marked with the security and prosperity to which
they had become accustomed.
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